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518A  PEDICULOSIS PROTOCOL FOR SCREENING AND TREATMENT OF HEAD           
LICE POLICY 

• When a case of head lice is suspected the student will be assessed by the school staff.
• If a case is confirmed, the parent/guardian will be notified to arrange for treatment and

exclusion from school.
• Entire classrooms will not be screened if only a single case of head lice is suspected in the

class.
• Only siblings and students in close contact with students identified as having lice will be

screened.
• If additional cases are confirmed within a grade level or classroom, school staff will send

home a "Notification of Head Lice" letter to parents/guardians.
• Cases identified by school staff and/or by parent notification will be documented (logged) for

tracking and rescreening.

Head Lice: Attendance Practices 

• Children with lice nits (eggs), but no live lice, are allowed to attend school.
• Children �i'th live lice are normally not allowed to attend school. A child with live lice will

be sent home with "A Guide to Head Lice Treatment and Prevention." The child will be
allowed to return to school once the live lice have been eliminated.

• Two days of excused absences are allowed to a child with a new case of head lice. During
that time appropriate measures should be taken to eliminate the live lice.

• After two days, further absences related to lice infestation/treatment will be considered
unexcused.

• Unexcused absences related to head lice will be address,ed at the discretion of the licensed
school nurse and school administrator with a referral to community resources as needed.

• To minimize loss of educational time, if a student experiences repeated cases of head lice, the
school administrator, in collaboration with the school nurse, school social worker, and other
community resources, will determine if continued exclusion from school is warranted. When
considered to be needed, the nurse will meet with the parent(s)/guardians, school
administration, staff, and community resources to formulate an appropriate treatment plan.
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DATE 

Grade 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Lice has been reported in some __ grade students. 

Please take time to thoroughly check your child's hair for head lice. 

---------- �-

LAKE OF THE WOODS 
----- -- ---�oi---- ----

You may be able to see the actual lice as small black specks, they can move very quickly. However, 
they do not jump or fly. Also, look for nits (eggs). These can be seen as translucent, shiny, sometimes 
light, sometimes dark, particles stuck to the hair shaft. 

Common areas are around the ears and along the hairline, but they can be anywhere on the head. They 
are different from dandruff in that they adhere to the hair. If you try to pull it along the hair shaft, 
dandruff, or dry flakes, will move easily-the nits will not. 

If you find head lice or their nits, you need to treat your child with a product such as RID or 
Nix. In addition, the nits need to be combed out of the hair. There are special combs available for this 
purpose. 

NOTE: We are entering the time of year when students are wearing hats and scarves. Please 
emphasize to your child/children, the importance of NOT SHARING hats, scarves, combs, or 

anything else that comes in contact with the head. 

Thank you very much for your attention and cooperation. If you have any questions, please feel free to 
contact me. 

from THE SCHOOL NURSE 

Tiarra Shaw LPN 

Lake of the Woods School Nurse 

(218) 634-2056, ext.1522

9:30 am-1:00 pm








